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The Rock River in north central Illinois is one of the most scenic rivers in the state, but the region’s industrial and agricultural legacy has affected the river’s water quality and recreational use. In 2003, the City of Rockford, in partnership with the Rock River Water Reclamation District, Illinois EPA, and Baetis Environmental Services, Inc., began a program to identify the sources and causes of water quality impairments. Mr. Pott has led this program and will summarize the results of five years of county-wide water quality monitoring of the Rock River, its tributaries and storm sewers, with particular attention on fecal coliform bacteria. The Illinois EPA reports that approximately half of the 55 miles of Rock River in Winnebago County does not support primary contact recreation due to fecal coliform bacteria levels. Our data indicate that all of the river within the county boundaries occasionally has high coliform counts, and, that several tributary and storm sewers are important sources of coliform bacteria. The City and the Park District are planning new projects to address these sources, and Mr. Pott will briefly highlight these projects. 
