Local Ecosystem Grants funded

Upper Rock River Partnership 
Counties: Boone, Stephenson, and Winnebago 

Contact: Ed Johnston, 815/965-2292, ext. 3 

Natural Land Institute, $401,000.00. Kinnikinnick Creek Buffer Land Acquisition. The Natural Land Institute will purchase and restore to prairie 52 acres of farmland between Kinnikinnick Creek and the Stone Bridge Nature Trail in Roscoe, Illinois. This will create a 73-acre prairie, protect a Biologically Significant Stream and buffer a Land and Water Reserve and Illinois Natural Area Inventory site that is home to the threatened Lespedeza leptostachya. 
Sugar Pecatonica Rivers Partnership 
Counties: Jo Daviess, Stephenson, Winnebago, Carroll, and Ogle 

Contact: Dave Mullen, 815/629-2468 

Stephenson Soil and Water Conservation Districts, $127,300. Fen and Sedge Acquisition and Easement. Thirty acres of a rare, high-quality graminoid fen wetland and sedge meadow will be acquired and placed in a conservation easement for its preservation. Management of the fen and control of invasive species will be conducted by District staff. Access will be provided for educational and scientific study purposes. 

Natural Land Institute, $75,000.00. Nieman Marsh Conservation Easement. This project will place a perpetual conservation easement on one of the most important, unprotected wetlands in the Pecatonica River basin. Nine threatened and endangered birds use the property, including two nesting species. 

Kishwaukee River Partnership 

Counties: McHenry, Boone, Winnebago, DeKalb, and Ogle

Contact: Nathan Hill, 815/544-1576 

Natural Land Institute, $273,500.00. Clear Water Legacy: Phase 3. The Natural Land Institute will purchase perpetual conservation easements on eight forested parcels (approx. 210 acres) protecting a four-mile stretch of a Biologically Significant Stream, the South Branch of the Kishwaukee River.

Belvidere Park District, $107,500.00. Belvidere Dam Fish Passage Project. The Belvidere Park District along with a diverse group of stakeholders will develop an alternative for implementing fish passage at Belvidere Dam.
