Illinois Upper Rock River Ecosystem Partnership

4833 Owen Center Road, Rockford, Illinois 61101

815-965-2392 ext. 3 and on the World Wide Web at www.upperrock.org 
Meeting Minutes November 4, 2008
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Jack Armstrong; people in attendance:

Board of Directors




Executive Committee:



Dennis Anthony, Winnebago County SWCD

Jack Armstrong, Chairman, Audubon, RPD
Tom Hartley, Winnebago County Forest Preserve
Josh Sage, Vice Chair, BCCD
Rick Rudey, Trout Unlimited



Matt Warneke, Secretary, Trans Environmental
Donna Conley, Homeowner

Ben Cavataio, Homeowner

Esther Cavataio, Homeowner
Rick Mohaupt, Winnebago County Highway Dept.

Roger Christin, Winnebago County Farm Bureau

Jill Kennay, Natural Land Institute

Tim Bragg, Rockford Park District
Stanley Campbell, Sierra Club – Blackhawk Chptr.
Members





Guest


Nancy Williamson, IDNR Admin.


Jessica Vandeboom, Winnebago County SWCD







Mark Smith, Rockford Park District








Soni Prafull, Winnebago County Highway Department

Approval of September 2, 2008 Meeting Minutes
The Minutes from the September 2, 2008 meeting were reviewed.  Ben Cavataio made a motion to accept the minutes, Rick Rudy seconded, and minutes were approved. 
New Business
2030 Plan Update (recent meeting at Memorial Hall on 10/1/08)
2030 Plan –zoning issues with residents (South Beloit and New Milford). Conservation design issues with new development – people protested some of the the industrial zoning components of the 2030 Plan. There is no land use designation. To prevent “leapfrogging” of residential developments they should be under subdivision ordinance and contiguous with adjoining municipalities.
County Board meeting is November 6, 2008 – public comment period on 2030 Plan.

Natural Resource Inventory Update
A Copy of Natural Resource Inventory Update is available for review at County web site. There are conflicts between the NRI map and Winnebago County Land Use map.
Update on Midway Village Project (Signage)
Josh Sage reported that interpretation signage on the need and value of wetlands is being prepared. URREP is purchasing two posts for signs ($700.00).
Rockton Bog Enhancement

Josh Sage asks Craig McPeek (USFWS) for $2,000 for native seed for Rockton Bog nitrogen cleanup site. Looking for seed from Fish and Wildlife for spring for restoration from cleanup work in bog.
Update on Kent Creek
Kent Creek field trip & update.
RR / JA reported that there is an on going stream improvement work 

Report from Committees:
Jack Armstrong indicated that there is going to be a vote for County Board separation from Winnebago County FPD. He is still checking into issues with land owners.
Stanley Campbell motioned to approve Josh Sage’s Treasury Report; and Rick Rudey second motioned.  The motion was approved will full support of URREP Members.
Rick Rudey talked about using Baetis’s model to apply to real issues or studies in county regarding the watersheds. He inquired if anybody has knowledge to use model besides David Pott.

URREP Subcommittees
Planning and Ordinances – Dennis Anthony indicated that there are no draft ordinances yet on districts; it will all depend upon if County Board follows the plan or not.
Preservation – Tom Hartley reported that it is good time for preservation (Lots of land available)
Membership – Matt Warneke indicated that there are updates to Bird Freak (minutes and agendas)
Funding – Nancy Williamson indicated that funding issue is still unknown at this time – there are discussions about funding partnerships for small projects.
Old Business 
Pictures of Kent Creek for web site.
Meeting was adjourned 6:45 p.m.
