Illinois Upper Rock River Ecosystem Partnership

4833 Owen Center Road

Rockford, Illinois 61101

815-965-2392 ext. 3
Meeting Minutes May 15, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 5:50p.m. by Jack Armstrong; people in attendance:

Board of Directors




Executive Committee:



Dennis Anthony, Winnebago County SWCD

Jack Armstrong, Chairman, Audubon, RPD
Tom Hartley, Winnebago County Forest Preserve
Josh Sage, Vice Chair, BCCD
Tom Jencius, Rockton Township

Donna Conley, Homeowner

Bob Burden, Loves Park
Erich Redschlag, Winnebago Health Department

Jill Kennay, NLI
Members



Nancy Williamson, IDNR Admin.

Ed. Johnston, USDA-NRCS

Rick Mohaupt, Winnebago Co. Highway Dept.
Approval of March 13th Meeting Minutes

The Minutes from the March 13, 2007 meeting were reviewed.  Tom Hartley made a motion to accept the minutes, Dennis Anthony seconded, and minutes were approved.

New Business
URR002-07
Tom Hartley explained to the board of directors the need to sign the scope of work proposal allowing work to begin on the project.  

Tom Hartley will ask IDNR for $16,000 in advanced payment.
Jack Armstrong asked that a committee be formed to work closely with Mr. David Potts keeping the partnership up to date on the progress being made. Jack Armstrong, Ed Johnston, and Ed Mohaupt will make up the committee.
A motion made by Dennis Anthony, seconded by Tom Jencius permitting Tom Hartley to sign the scope of work allowing Watershed Consulting Services to begin work on developing planning tools for the URREP watershed conservation efforts.
Motion carried unanimously

Support Grant

Josh Sage gave the board of directors an update on the status of the support grant. URREP has received a support grant for $4,000.00. The Boone County Conservation District will hold the grant.

Reauthorization of the C-2000 Program
Nancy explained to the Board of Directors HB1780, Partners for Conservation Fund. This would be the new         C-2000 program extending it thru 2021. 
URREP 2007 Annual Meeting
The Annual meeting will be held on July 17th at 5:30 p.m.
The location is not definite. Tom Hartley and Jack Armstrong will finalize a location.

Tom Hartley will ask David Potts to give a presentation about the work that will be done regarding stream modeling.
Josh Sage will contact Rick Strader about caterers for the meal as well as an invite list.
Committee Reports
Education and Outreach

Jack Armstrong attended the Kent Creek public announcement ceremony.
Jack Armstrong attended and worked the watershed partnership booth at the Earth Day display at RVC.
Old Business

Public Announcement for Kent Creek Grant

Jack Armstrong gave a speech representing the Upper Rock River Ecosystem Partnership at the Kent Creek Public ceremony.
Winnebago County Land Resource Management Plan
All executive summaries and community focus group reports are available to the public on the Winnebago County Website.

Program to educate decision makers in Winnebago County
Nancy Williamson made a suggestion to collaborate with other partnerships and environmental groups in the area to put together an educational program relating to environmental topics of concern in Winnebago County. This program could then be presented to elected officials, city planners, etc.
Jack Armstrong will contact the Four Rivers Coalition to get their feedback on the idea.
Upon motion by Tom Hartley, seconded by Tom Jencius the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
